	How to use this template
1. Ask your department which synopsis you need. VERSION A is submitted at the start, to get your research topic approved. VERSION B is a summary of the finished work, submitted before the thesis. Delete the version you do not need.
2. If your university has its own title page, headings, page limit or style, use those. This template follows the common structure.
3. Replace the grey guidance lines with your own text and delete them before you submit. Lengths are typical, not rules.
4. Free template from LetRelay: https://www.letrelay.com/blog/phd-synopsis-format-sample  (delete this box before you submit).



[TITLE OF THE RESEARCH, IN CAPITALS]
Synopsis of the PhD thesis
Submitted by
[Name of the research scholar]
Registration number: [number]
Department of [department]
[University or institute]
Supervisor: [name]        Co-supervisor (if any): [name]
Year of submission: [year]
Title page: keep the title short and exact. It must be the same on every form. Many universities also need a statement such as 'Submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy'.


VERSION A: Synopsis at the start (research proposal type)
For registration or approval of your topic. Sections follow the common structure used by university guidelines. Lengths are one university's guideline: check yours.
Abstract
150 to 200 words: the problem, your aim, the method and what you expect to find. Write it last.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
1. Introduction and background
Typical length: 2 to 4 pages. What the topic is, why it matters (for knowledge, practice or policy), and the key ideas or theories you will use. Define your main terms.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
2. Review of literature
Typical length: 2 to 4 pages. What is already known, grouped by theme (not paper by paper). End with what is missing.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
3. Statement of the problem and research gap
Two or three sentences: 'Studies have shown ... but few have ... This study asks ...'.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
4. Significance of the study
Who will use the findings and for what.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. Objectives
Three to five numbered objectives, each starting with a verb (to examine, to compare, to develop).
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
6. Research questions or hypotheses
One question or hypothesis for each objective. Use hypotheses only if you will test them with statistics.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
7. Methodology
Typical length: 2 to 3 pages. Design (quantitative, qualitative or mixed); sample or materials and how you choose them; tools or instruments; procedure; ethical considerations (consent, privacy, data storage, approvals).
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
8. Proposed analysis
How you will analyse the data: which statistics, coding method or text-analysis approach, and with what software.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
9. Expected outcomes
What you expect to produce: findings, a model, a dataset, papers. Be modest and specific.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
10. Limitations and delimitations
What you cannot do (limitations) and what you have chosen to leave out (delimitations).
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
11. Time plan
Phases with months. Draw it as a Gantt chart if your university likes charts (free tool: letrelay.com/tools/phd-gantt-chart-maker).
	Phase
	Months
	What you will have at the end

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



12. References
Use the style your university or discipline requires (APA, Harvard, Vancouver, MLA). Every reference must be cited in the text and every citation must be listed.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
13. Appendices
Consent form, information sheet, questionnaires, interview guide, ethics approval, pilot data.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


VERSION B: Synopsis before thesis submission (summary of the finished work)
For the summary you submit before the thesis. Follows the common structure of university guidelines. Many set a page limit (examples: 20 pages at one institute, 50 at another). Keep the style the same as your thesis.
1. Introduction and relevance
The area of your research and why it matters, briefly.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
2. Motivation and need for the study
How the field developed, the current state, and why the problem you chose is important.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
3. Objectives and scope
The questions your research answers, and its boundaries: conceptual, methodological, experimental or geographic.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
4. Description of the research work
The research problem, the methods you used, and the main results with their interpretation. Brief but enough to follow. Number and refer to every table and figure.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5. Conclusions and limitations
The major conclusions only, and the main limitations. Do not repeat every result.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
6. Proposed contents of the thesis
Chapter and section titles only. No text.
	Chapter
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	Main sections

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



7. List of publications and presentations
Papers, patents, conference talks and posters from this research, in your reference style, with status (published, accepted, submitted).
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
8. References
Cited sources only, in the required style.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


Checklist before you submit
Tick each box. Delete this page before you submit.
☐  I used my university's current guideline or form (not an old copy).
☐  The title is the same on the title page, abstract and every form.
☐  My supervisor has read the final version and signed where needed.
☐  Objectives, methods and expected outcomes (or results) match each other.
☐  Every citation is in the reference list, and every reference is cited.
☐  Every table and figure is numbered, captioned and mentioned in the text.
☐  I am within the page limit, with the margins, font and spacing required.
☐  I ran the plagiarism check my university requires and have the report.
☐  I have the right number of copies or the correct file format and file name.
☐  I know the submission deadline and who receives it.




